The Magnitude of a Calculated Response
Mark 13:11b

Introduction

Throughout the Bible, many stories demonstrate the importance of responding
thoughtfully rather than reacting impulsively. A calculated response involves
wisdom, patience, self-control, and trust in God'’s guidance, especially during
difficult circumstances. From Joseph's forgiveness of his brothers to David’s
restraint toward King Saul, biblical figures often faced situations that required
careful decision-making. These accounts teach valuable lessons about the
consequences of our actions and show how thoughtful responses can lead to peace,
reconciliation, and the fulfillment of God's purpose. By examining these stories,
we gain insight into the significance of exercising wisdom and discernment in our
own lives.

1. Jesus Christ answering about taxes — Matthew 22:15-22
Summary:

Religious leaders tried to trap Jesus by asking whether Jews should pay
taxes to Caesar. If He said yes, Jews would resent Him; if no, Romans could arrest
Him. Jesus wisely asked for a coin and replied, “Render therefore unto Caesar the

things which are Caesar’s; and unto God the things that are God's.” His answer
avoided the trap while teaching spiritual truth.

2. Jesus Christ before Pilate — John 18:33-37
Summary:
Pilate questioned Jesus about being “King of the Jews.” Instead of
panicking or defending Himself emotionally, Jesus calmly explained that His
kingdom was not of this world. His composed answers demonstrated authority and
purpose even during trial.

3.Jesus Christ with the woman caught in adultery — John 8:1-11
Summary:

Religious leaders brought a woman accused of adultery, hoping to trap Jesus between
Roman law and Jewish law. Jesus responded wisely: “He that is without sin among you, let
him first cast a stone.” One by one, the accusers left. Jesus upheld mercy while exposing

hypocrisy.
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4. Joseph testing his brothers — Genesis 45
Summary:

Joseph's brothers came to Egypt during famine, not knowing Joseph ruled there. Instead
of immediately revealing himself, Joseph tested their character to see whether they had
changed since betraying him years earlier. His careful approach eventually led to
reconciliation and healing.

5. Esther approaching the king carefully — Esther 57
Summary:
Esther learned of a plot to destroy the Jews. Instead of accusing Haman immediately,
she carefully planned banquets and waited for the right moment to speak to King
Ahasuerus. Her patience and timing helped save her people.

Closing:
Scripture teaches that a godly response is not driven by emotion alone but by wisdom,
truth, and the guidance of the Holy Spirit. Rather than reacting hastily, believers are called
to listen carefully, pray diligently, and speak thoughtfully. A measured response that
reflects both conviction and grace honors God and allows truth to be communicated in a
way that promotes understanding and reconciliation.
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